Germany had broken out at Poznan in December
1918. Insurrection likewise broke out three times in
Upper Silesia, a territory which had been cut off from
Poland for six hundred years, and a small part of
which was returned by the plebiscite of 1921. The
eastern frontiers had in the same .way to be won with
the sword, and after that followed the task of con-
solidating the reborn state, having as its area only about
65 per cent, of the Poland of 1772, no resources, and
appalling difficulties with which to struggle.

A great contingent of Poles from America came to
Poland in the spring of 1919 as soldiers in the Polish
Army, created from Poles in France toward the end of
the War and commanded by General Jozef Haller,

But there was as yet to be no rest for this troubled
land. An attempt to create an Ukrainian state
between Poland and Russia brought on in 1920 the
Bolshevik war and the terrible Bolshevik invasion of
Poland, stopped only at the very suburbs of Warsaw
by the Poles under Marshal Pilsudski and thanks to
his military genius. Then, when in October 1920 the
guns ceased booming and in March 1921 peace was
restored, the returning hundreds of thousands of ref-
ugees who had been driven over into Russia during the
retreat of 1915, brought typhus into Poland with
them, and Poland, which had held back the Bolsheviks,
had now to form another kind of sanitary cordon to
save itself and Europe generally from an invasion of
that deadly disease. Typhus raged from 1919 until
the summer of 1921, then hung on till 1923, and took
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